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AN ACT 

ent it led 

N a t ion a l  Coun ci l  of Wom en  In cor p or a t ion  Act  1979, 

Being an  Act  to incorpora te the Na t iona l Council of Women, and for  rela ted purposes.  

1. INTERP RETATION. 

(1) In  th is Act , un less the cont ra ry in ten t ion appears --- 

‘‘th e  com m en cem en t date ’’ means 16 March  1979 being the da te on  which  

the N ational Council of Wom en Incorporation  Act 1979  came in to force, 

‘‘th e  Coun cil’’ means the Na t iona l Council of Women of Papua  New Guinea  

established under  Sect ion  2; 

‘‘Cou n cil property ’’ includes a ll bu ildings, a ll freehold and leasehold land 

and premises, and a ll persona l proper ty in  the count ry belonging to the 

Council or  in  which  the Council has any interest  and now or  a t  any t ime 

herea fter  is vested in  any person  as t rustee for  the Council or  former  

Council, and a ll proper ty acquired by the Council under  th is Act ; 

‘‘Execu tive  Com m ittee ’’ means the Execut ive Commit tee of the former  

Council; 

‘‘form er Cou n cil’’ means the Na t ional Council of Women of Papua  New 

Guinea  const itu ted under  the Const itu t ion  of tha t  Council  adopted on  

27 August  1976; 

‘‘Ru les ’’ means the Rules of the Council for  the t ime being in  force. 

2. INCORP ORATION. 

(1) The Nat ional Council of Women of Papua  New Guinea  is hereby 

established. 

(2) The Council--- 
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(a) is a  corpora t ion  with  perpetua l succession; and 

(b) sha ll have a  sea l; and 

(c) may acquire, hold and dispose of proper ty; and  

(d ) may sue and be sued in  it s corpora te name. 

(3) The Council sha ll provide for  the sa fe custody of it s sea l. 

3. CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL. 

(1) Subject  to Subsect ion  (2) and to Sect ion  15, the Council sha ll consist  of--- 

(a) one member  from the pr incipa l Council of Women in  each  province; and  

(b) a  member  from each  of such  other  women’s organiza t ions as the 

Minister  act ing with , and in  accordance with , the advice of the Council, 

by writ ten  not ice addressed to tha t  organiza t ion , recognizes for  the 

purpose of th is sect ion . 

(2) Where there is doubt  as to whether  a  Council of Women in  a  province is the 

pr incipa l Council of Women in  tha t  province, the decision  of the Minister  is fina l. 

(3) The member  of the Council represent ing a  Council of Women or  women’s 

organiza t ion  refer red to in  Subsect ion  (1) sha ll be appoin ted to and remain  such  a  

member  of the Council in  accordance with  the procedures of tha t  Coun cil of Women 

or  women’s organiza t ion , a s the case may be. 

4. OBJ ECTS OF THE COUNCIL. 

For  the purposes of th is Act , the objects of the Council a re--- 

(a) to encourage and provide oppor tunit ies for  mutua l understanding 

among women in  the count ry; and 

(b) to represent  the views, a t  a ll levels, of women in  the count ry and to 

publicize those views where it  th inks proper ; and  

(c) to promote underst anding and exchange views with  regiona l and 

in terna t ional organiza t ions in  mat ters of common concern  to women; 

and 

(d ) to work in  close co-opera t ion  with other  groups and organiza t ions; and  

(e) to ca r ry on  or  pa r t icipa te in , either  a lone or  in  conjunct ion with  any 

other  person  or  body, any business or  other  act ivity of any kind with  the 

object  of benefit ing the community a s a  whole or  women in  pa rt icu la r , 

and to conduct  tha t  business or  other  act ivity in  accordance with  the 

Rules from t ime to t ime applicable to it . 

5. FUNCTIONS OF THE COU NCIL. 

(1) The pr imary funct ion  of the Council is t o ca r ry out  the object s specified in  

Sect ion  4. 
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(2) The Council has such  other  funct ions, not  inconsisten t  with  t h is Act , a s a re 

provided for  by the Rules. 

6. GENERAL P OWERS OF THE COUNCIL. 

The Council has power  to do a ll things necessa ry or  convenient  to be done for 

providing and main ta in ing an  efficien t  organiza t ion  for  ca r rying out  the objects of the 

Council. 

7. ADDITIONAL P OWERS OF  THE COUNCIL. 

The Council has the power --- 

(a) to purchase, t ake on  lease or  acquire by gift , devise, exchange or  

otherwise, any proper ty; and 

(b) to sell the Council proper ty or  any par t  of pa r t s of it , either  together  or  

in  pa rcels, by public auct ion  or  pr iva te cont ract , for  cash  or  on  credit , on  

such  terms and subject  to such  condit ions as it  thinks proper ; and  

(c) to exchange Council proper ty or  any par t  or  pa r t s of it  for  other  

proper ty; and 

(d ) to t ransfer  and assure Council proper ty when sold or  exchanged to the 

purchaser  or  pu rchasers or  to the per son  taking such  exchange, freed 

and discharged from the t rust s a ffect ing it ; and  

(e) for  a ll or  any of the purposes refer red to in  Paragraph (a ), (b), (c), or  (d), 

to sign , sea l and execute a ll such  cont ract s, t ransfers and other  deeds, 

documents and inst ruments as may be necessa ry; and  

(f) to ra ise sums of money when and on  such  terms as it  thinks proper , by 

deposit  of the deeds or  by mortgage, with  or  without  power  of sa le, of the 

Council proper ty or  any par t  or  pa r t s of it  and to execute a ll proper  

assurances for  tha t  purpose; and  

(g) to demise and lease the Council proper ty or  any par t  of it  for  such  

per iods a t  such  ren t s and on  such  terms and condit ions as it  th inks 

proper ; and 

(h ) to appoin t  by inst rument  under  the sea l of the Council any person  or  

persons as the a t torney or  a t torneys of the Council, either  genera lly or  

in  respect  of specified mat ters, and t o act  in  any place, and a ll deeds 

signed by the a t torney or  a t torneys, a s the case may be, on  beha lf of the 

Council and under  h is or  their  sea l or  sea ls a re binding on  the Council 

and have the same effect  a s if they were under  the sea l of the Council; 

and 

(i) to receive gift s and endowments of land, money or  any proper ty, 

whether  subject  or  not  to any specia l t rust s or  condit ions; and  

(j) to invest  money in  such  lands or  secur it ies as it  thinks proper ; and  
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(k ) to employ sta ff and to pay wages and grant  gra t u it ies and pensions; and 

(l) to insure it s proper ty aga inst  r isks as it  th inks necessa ry and to insure 

against  cla ims for  damages or  compensa t ion  by employees; and  

(m ) to organize and manage superannua t ion  and provident  funds. 

8. RULES. 

(1) Subject  to th is Act , the Council may make Rules which  sha ll provide for  the 

procedures and management  of the Council and any business or  act ivity of the 

Council. 

(2) The Council sha ll comply with  the Rules. 

(3) Unt il Rules for  the procedures and management  of the Council  a re made, 

meet ings of the Council sha ll be conducted in  such  manner  as it  th inks proper .  

9. COP Y OF RULES TO BE LODGED. 

(1) As soon  as pract icable a fter  the commencement  da te, the Council sha ll 

make Rules refer red to in  Sect ion  8 and a  copy of the Rules cer t ified under  the sea l of 

the Council sha ll be lodged in  the office of the Regist ra r -Genera l. 

(2) A copy of any amendment  to or  replacement  of the Rules sha ll, a s soon as 

pract icable a fter  they a re made, be cer t ified and lodged in  the office of the Regist ra r -

Genera l. 

(3) The product ion  of a  copy cer t ified as cor rect  by the Regist ra r -Genera l of any 

inst rument  lodged under  th is sect ion  sha ll be received as conclusive evidence of the 

contents of the inst rument  by a ll cour t s and persons having by law or  consen t  of 

pa r t ies au thor ity to hear , receive and examine evidence. 

10. HOLDING OF COUNCIL P ROP ERTY. 

The Council sha ll hold a ll Council proper ty on  t rust  to use and appropr ia te, or  

permit  it s use and appropr ia t ion  for  the purposes of the erect ion  and main tenance  of 

Council bu ildings and for  other  purposes in  connect ion  with  or  for  the benefit  or  

main tenance of the Council or  it s object s. 

11. EXECUTION OF INSTRUMENTS UNDER SEAL. 

(1) An inst rument  is duly executed by the Council if the seal of the Council is 

a ffixed to the inst rument  in  the presence of, and a t tested by, two members of the 

Council. 

(2) Where a  sea l purpor t ing to be the seal of the Council has been  a ffixed to an 

inst rument  and a t tested by the persons refer red to in  Subsect ion  (1), the inst rument  

sha ll, in  favour  of a  purchaser , mor tgagee, lessee or  other  person  dea ling with  the 

Council, be deemed to have been  executed in  accordance with  the requirements of 

tha t  subsect ion . 
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12. DEALINGS WITH THE COUNCIL. 

(1) On the sa le, mor tgage, lease or  other  dea ling by the Council of or  with  any 

proper ty, a  purchaser , mor tgagee, lessee or  other  per son  dea ling with  the Council is 

not  bound in  any way to inquire in to the necessity or  propr iety of the sa le, mor tgage, 

lease or  other  dea ling or  the purposes for  or  the circumstances in  which  the Council 

proposes to en ter  in to, m ake, give or  execute a  sa le, mor tgage, lease or  other  dea ling. 

(2) Notwithstanding an  ir regula r ity or  other  impropr iety in  a  sa le, mor tgage, 

lease or  other  dealing, a  sa le, mor tgage, lease or  other  dea ling purpor t ing to be made 

by the Council sha ll, a s regards the purchaser , mor tgagee, lessee or  other  person  

dea ling with the Council, be deemed to be within  the powers of the Council and is 

va lid accordingly. 

13. RENTS, ETC. 

A mortgagee, lessee or  other  person  paying ren t  or  other  money to the Council 

is not  bound to see to the applica t ion  of the ren t  or  other  money, and the receipt  of 

the Council is a  sufficien t  discharge. 

14. FIRST COUNCIL. 

Each person  who, immedia tely before the commencement  da te, held office as a  

member  of the Execut ive Commit tee shall, on  tha t  da te, be deemed to have been 

appoin ted to the Council un t il the Council has been  const itu ted in  accordance with  

Sect ion  3. 

15. TRANSFER OF RIGHTS, ETC. 

Notwithstanding th is Act , a  r ight  of any kind which , immediately before the 

commencement  da te, was enforceable by or  aga inst  the members of the Execut ive 

Commit tee in  their  capacity as such  in  respect  of any act , ma t ter  or  th ing done or  to 

be done by the Execut ive Commit tee is, on  tha t  da te and by vir tue of this Act , 

enforceable by or  against , a s the case may be, the Council. 
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